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“Entry into the City” by John August Swanson, 1990 
 
The Liturgy of the Palms 
Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our Lord’s 
paschal mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the path before him 
led to self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet him as our King, although we know 
his crown is thorns and his throne a cross. We follow him this week from the glory of the 
palms to the glory of the resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. United 
with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his resurrection and new life.  
 
Let us pray: Assist us mercifully with your help, Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter 
with joy into the celebration of those mighty acts whereby you give us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Matthew 21:1-22: The triumphal entry is rooted in the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9-10. 
Matthew describes the event as the deliberate attempt by Jesus to reveal himself as the 
peaceful Messiah, but not claiming the kingship that the crowds wish him to take.  
 
 
 



 

The Gospel  
The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (21:1-11) 

All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them 
immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds 
were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  

The Gospel of Christ.  
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.    
 
The Blessing of the Palms 
 The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King, 
with palm branches in their hands, crying, Hosanna in the highest. May we also, carrying 
these emblems, go forth to meet Christ and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Palm Procession 
 Let us go forth in peace. 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Hymn #181: All Glory, Laud and Honour 

 

 



 

Collect: Holy and immortal God, as we enter into this holy week turn our hearts to 
Jerusalem, so that, united with Christ and all the faithful, we may enter the city not made 
with hands, your promised realm of justice and peace, eternal from age to age. Amen.  
 
The Collect of the Day: Holy and immortal God, open our hearts to the Blessed One, so that 
we may enter the gates of your justice, confessing in our words and in our deeds that Jesus is 
Lord, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a: We hear the first of the four ‘servant songs’ of Isaiah. Late Judaism saw the 
servant as the perfect Israelite, one of supreme holiness, a messiah. In the gospels, Jesus 
identifies himself as the servant (or slave), the one who frees all people. 
 
A reading from Isaiah (50:4-9a) 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens –– wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 
 The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hymn #533: Jesus, Lover of My Soul 

 



 

Philippians 2:5-11: Perhaps one of the greatest of texts from Paul’s letters, this may be an 
early Christian hymn, possibly written by Paul himself. Like all good hymns it contains sound 
Christian doctrine, proclaiming faith in the divinity and the humanity of Jesus Christ revealed 
in his life, death and resurrection. Scripture intros written by The Rev. Robin Walker.  
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians (2:5-11)  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death –– even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of God the 
father. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
(Matthew 27:11-54) 

 
Narrator: Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, 
 
Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews? 
 
Jesus:  You say so. 
 
Narrator: But when he was accused by the chief priest and elders, he did not answer.  Then 

Pilate said to him, 
 
Pilate:  Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you? 
 
Narrator: But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 

greatly amazed.  Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a 
prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted.  At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas.  So after they had gathered, Pilate said 
to them,   

 
Pilate:  Whom do you want me to release to you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called 

the Messiah? 
 



 

Narrator:  For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.  While 
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, 

 
Pilate’s Wife: Have nothing to do with the innocent man, for today I suffered a great deal 

because of a dream about him. 
 
Narrator: Now the chief priest and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 

and to have Jesus killed.  The governor again said to them, 
 
Pilate: Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 
 
People: Barabbas. 
 
Pilate: Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah? 
 
People: Let him be crucified! 
 
Pilate: Why, what evil has he done? 
 
People: Let him be crucified! 
 
Narrator: So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning 

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowed saying, 
 
Pilate: I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves. 
 
People: His blood be on us and on our children. 
 
Narrator: So Pilate released Barabbas for them and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 

over to be crucified.  Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him.  They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on his head.  They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before 
him and mocked him saying, 

 
People: Hail, King of the Jews! 
 
Narrator: They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  After mocking 

him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him.  Then they 
led him away to crucify him.  As they went out, they came upon a man from 



 

Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross.  And when they 
came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull) they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it, and 
when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him.  Over his head 
they put the charge against him, which red, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews”.  
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 

 
People: You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself!  If 

you are the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
 
Narrator: In the same way the chief priest also, along with the scribes and elders, were 

mocking him, saying, 
 
Choir: He saved others; he cannot save himself.  He is the King of Israel; let him come 

down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.  He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son’. 

 
Narrator: The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way form 

noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And 
about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, 

 
Jesus:  Eli, Eli lema sabachthani? 
 
Narrator: That is, “My God, my God; why have you forsaken me?”  When some of the 

bystanders heard it, they said, 
 
People: This man is calling for Elijah. 
 
Narrator: At once on of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, 

and gave it to him to drink.  But the others said, 
 
People: Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him. 
 
Narrator: Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.  At that moment 

the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  The earth shook, 
and the rocks were split.  The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised.  Now when the centurion and those 



 

with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were terrified and said, 

 
Centurion: Truly this man was God’s Son! 
 
The Sermon: The Rev. Danielle Key  
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
The Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Offertory Hymn #184: My Song Is Love Unknown 

 



 

Prayer over the gifts: Gracious God, the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son, makes 
us pleasing in your sight. Alone we can do nothing, but through his sacrifice, may we receive 
your love and mercy. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 5 (Please stand) 

The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, for the gift of a world full of wonder, and for 
our life which comes from you. By your power you sustain the universe. 

 
You created us to love you with all our heart, and to love each other as ourselves, but we 
rebel against you by the evil that we do. In Jesus, your Son, you bring healing to our world 
and gather us into one great family. Therefore, with all who serve you on earth and in 
heaven, we praise your wonderful name, as we sing, 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We give you thanks and praise, loving Father, because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us you 
showed us how much you love us. He cares for the poor and the hungry. He suffers with the 
sick and the rejected. Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back but overcame hatred 
with love. On the cross he defeated the power of sin and death. By raising him from the dead 
you show us the power of your love to bring new life to all your people. 



 

 
On the night before he gave up his life for us, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it: this 
is my body which is given for you.” After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, said the 
blessing, gave it to his friends, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is the cup of my blood, the 
blood of the new and eternal covenant, which is shed for you and for many, so that sins may 
be forgiven. Do this in memory of me.” 

 
Gracious God, with this bread and wine we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
and we offer ourselves to you in him. Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts, that we 
may know the presence of Jesus in the breaking of bread, and share in the life of the family 
of your children. 

 
Father, you call us to be your servants; fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, that all the 
world may gather in joy at the table of your kingdom. We sing your praise, almighty Father, 
through Jesus, our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray … 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 We break this bread,  
All: Communion in Christ’s Body once broken. 

Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 
All: If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with 

him. 
 
The Communion 
 The gifts of God for the people of God.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Fraction Anthem (Hymn #50, verses 1 and 3) 
1. Now, my tongue, the mystery telling,  
Of the glorious body sing, 
And the blood, all price excelling, 
Which the nations’ Lord and King, 
Once on earth among us dwelling, 
Shed for this world’s ransoming. 

3. Word made flesh, by word be maketh, 
Very bread his flesh to be, 
Wine his blood for whoso taketh; 
And if senses fail to see, 
Faith alone the true heart waketh 
To behold the mystery. 

 
  
 
 



 

Communion Hymn #191: To Mock Your Reign   

 
 



 

Prayer after Communion: God our help and strength, you have satisfied our hunger with 
this eucharistic food. Strengthen our faith, that through the death and resurrection of your 
Son, we may be led to salvation, for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Doxology 
All: Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn #197: O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head  

 
 
The Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.   

 
 



 

KI Bible Study Currency of the Week 
The Currency of Wellness: 

The state of being healthy physically, socially, economically, ecologically and spiritually 
within a church/ministry, the neighbourhood, the town/city, nation or the earth, especially 

as the result of deliberate effort. Sustainable wellness requires regenerative and 
recirculatory flow of material, human, financial and natural resources.  

 
A modified Kaleidoscope Bible Reflection:  

 
1. Read the following passages with a short silence in between passages:  

 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. For six 
days you shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your 
male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident 
alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as 
you. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought 
you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your 
God commanded you to keep the sabbath day. 
 
Exodus 23:10-11 
For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield; but the seventh year you shall 
let it rest and lie fallow, so that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the 
wild animals may eat. You shall do the same with your vineyard, and with your olive 
orchard. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:1-2 
Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is the manner of the 
remission: every creditor shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbour, not 
exacting it from a neighbour who is a member of the community, because the LORD’s 
remission has been proclaimed. 
 
Leviticus 25:8-12 
You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period of 
seven weeks of years gives forty-nine years. Then you shall have the trumpet sounded 
loud; on the tenth day of the seventh month—on the day of atonement—you shall have 
the trumpet sounded throughout all your land. And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and 
you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for 



 

you: you shall return, every one of you, to your property and every one of you to your 
family. That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you: you shall not sow, or reap the 
aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned vines. For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you: you 
shall eat only what the field itself produces. 
 

2. You are invited to reflect on: 
a. How do these texts inform you of your wellness and your community’s 

wellness? 
i. Physical 

ii. Social 
iii. Spiritual 
iv. Economic 
v. Ecological 

3. Share your reflections with others.  
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