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Last Sunday after Pentecost: The Reign of Christ
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is coming!
Mark 11:9,10

All:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

Gloria:
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his
people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, almighty
God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy
on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of the
God the Father. Amen.
Collect of the Day: Shepherd of Israel, your power
was revealed when you raised Christ from the dead
and seated him in honour at your side. Grant that we
may always give you thanks for your immeasurable
love and show that gratitude in loving service to all our
brothers and sisters; through Jesus Christ in whose
name we pray. Amen.

this passage the prophet portrays God as the ideal shepherdking, who will rescue his scattered sheep from exile.
A reading from Ezekiel (34:11-16, 20-24)
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my
sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out
their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep,
so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all
the places to which they have been scattered on a day
of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the
land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there
they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall
feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will
make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with
justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself
will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder,
and butted at all the weak animals with your horns
until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will
judge between sheep and sheep.
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and
be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be prince among them; I,
the Lord, have spoken.
The word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
THE REIGN OF CHRIST, Year A
Also called “Christ the King,” this celebration is one of the
most recent additions to the Church calendar, instituted in
1925 in the Roman Catholic Church. Coming at the end of
the liturgical year, it celebrates the Lord of glory as “the goal
of human history, the focal point of the desires of history and
civilization…” (Vatican II). The dramatic vision of Christ
coming to reign on his glorious throne governs all of today’s
texts.
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24. Ezekiel is the great prophet of the
exile, writing to the exiles with a message of judgement and
restoration. Chapter 34 begins with an indictment of the
“shepherds of Israel”—the kings who led the people astray. In

Psalm 100. Faithful people have sung this familiar hymn for
at least 2500 years as they enter places of worship. In a few
short verses, it sums up and proclaims the essential creed of
Israel.
Psalm 100
All: Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the
Lord with gladness and come before his presence
with a song. Know this: The Lord himself is God; he
himself has made us, and we are his; we are his
people and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates
with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; give
thanks to him and call upon his name. For the Lord
is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his faithfulness
endures from age to age.

Ephesians 1:15-23. In a great majestic prayer, the apostle
relates the faith of his readers to the exaltation of Christ to
universal dominion.
A reading from Ephesians (1:15-23)
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of
his great power. God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the age to come. And he has put all things under
his feet and has made him the head over all things for
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.
The word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Matthew 25:31-46. Jesus ends his teaching in this Gospel
not with another parable, but with this dramatic and
challenging vision of the Last Judgment, which will usher in
his reign. Nonetheless, that reign and God’s eternal judgment
are going on right now with each decision and action we
take.
Scripture intros by The Rev. Robin Walker.
Gospel Reading
The Lord be with you;
All:
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew 25:31-46.
All:
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and
he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that
we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the
king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at
his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.’
The Gospel of Christ.
All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon: The Very Rev. Neil Gordon
The Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Confession and Absolution
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and
infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites
them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in
God’s forgiveness. (Silence is kept)

Most merciful God,
All: We confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All:
And also with you.
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Prayer over the Gifts: Eternal God, by your grace you
have raised us up and enthroned us with Christ in the
heavenly realms. Receive all we offer you this day, and
lead us in those good works for which you have
created us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the
Lord. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 3
The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All:
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and
earth; we give you thanks and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord. You exalted him as Lord of all
creation that he might present to you an eternal and
universal kingdom: a kingdom of truth and life, a
kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice,
love, and peace. Therefore at the name of Jesus every
knee shall bow as heaven and earth proclaim the glory
of your name.
All:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed his he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.
We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the
goodness and love you have made known to us in
creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought
us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life. On the night he
was handed over to suffering and death, a death he
freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my
body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, Father, according to his command,
All:
We remember his death, we proclaim his
resurrection, we await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these
gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of
Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in
him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and
make them new, and bring us to that city of light
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for
ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of
Christ.
All:
We, being many, are one body, for we all
share in the one bread.
The gifts of God for the People of God.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Prayer after Communion: Almighty God, you have
made us a royal priesthood in the kingdom of your
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Make known his victory
through us, we pray, that all the world may see his
light. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the
Lord. Amen.
The Doxology
Glory to God,
All:
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to
God from generation to generation, in the
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Blessing
Dismissal
Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power
of the Spirit.
All:
Thanks be to God.

