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The Birth of Christ, Federico Barocci, 1597 

 
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
Prelude 
(Please stand) 
 

I bring you good news of great joy which will come to all the people;  for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the 
Lord.  Luke 2:10-11 
 

Processional Hymn #121: O Little Town of Bethlehem      
 

Almighty God, 
All:  to you all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your holy spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. amen. 

December 25th, 2025 10:30AM The Feast of the Incarnation 



Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High  
1. Angels we have heard on high,  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply,  
Echoing their joyous strains 
Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2. Come to Bethlehem and see,  
Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee,  
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Refrain 

 
Collect of the Day: O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him 
when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from Isaiah (52:7-10) – Read by Marian Allen 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good 
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 
voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth 
together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. 

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98 (said)  
Sing to the Lord a new song,  
for he has done marvelous things. 
With his right hand and his holy arm  
has he won for himself the victory. 
The Lord has made known his victory;  
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,  
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;  
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
Sing to the Lord with the harp,  
with the harp and the voice of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,  
the lands and those who dwell therein. 



Let the rivers clap their hands,  
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world  
and the peoples with equity. 
 
A reading from Hebrews (1:1-4,(5-12) – Read by Marlene Lee  
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? And again, when he brings the firstborn into 
the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him." Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire." But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 
companions." And, "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them 
up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end." 

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  

 

Gospel Reading  
The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1-14).  
 

All:  
 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

All:  
 
Gospel Acclamation:  

 

The Sermon: The Ven. Jonathan Crane    
 
The Apostles’ Creed: 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

The Prayers of the People   
 Lord in your mercy… 
All:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



Confession and Absolution  
The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. Let us come to the light and 
confess our sins. Most merciful God,  

All: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
 loved our neighbour as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
 your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and 
 walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 

Absolution 
 
The Peace 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to all in whom God delights.  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All: And also with you. 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Offertory Hymn #145: Good King Wenceslas    
 
Prayer over the Gifts: God of peace, your Son Jesus Christ has reconciled us to you. May all we offer you 
today renew us as members of your household. We ask this in his name. Amen.   
 
Eucharistic Prayer 2 

The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and 
Redeemer. He is your living Word, through whom you have created all things.  
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took the flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared our human nature. He 
lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of all. 
 
In fulfilment of your will he stretched out his hands in suffering, to bring release to those who place their 
hope in you; and so he won for you a holy people.  
 
He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that he might shatter the 
chains of evil and death, and banish the darkness of sin and despair. By his resurrection he brings us into 
the light of your presence.  
 



Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.  

 

 
  
Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; who on the night 
he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread and gave you thanks, saying, “Take, and eat: this is 
my body which is broken for you.” In the same way he took the cup, saying, “This is my blood which is 
shed for you. When you do this, you do it in memory of me.”  
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we offer you this bread and this cup, giving thanks 
that you have made us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of your holy Church. Gather into one all who 
share in these sacred mysteries, filling them with the Holy Spirit and confirming their faith in the truth, 
that together we may praise you and give you glory through your Servant, Jesus Christ.  
 

All glory and honour are yours, Creator and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and for 
ever.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
As our Saviour taught us, let us sing, 

 

 



 

 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.  
 
The Communion 
The table is set, all are welcome. If you would prefer a blessing, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your 
chest. The bread is gluten free for all to share in the One Bread, One Body. 
 
Fraction Anthem (All sing) 

 

Prayer after Communion: God of all, the child born for us is the Saviour of the world. May he who made 
us your children welcome us into your kingdom, where he is alive and reigns with you now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
The Doxology: 
All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

 



The Blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn #154: Joy to the World      
 

The Dismissal 
 Go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas to you from all at Holy Trinity! 

 


