
 
 

 

HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 
 

December 24th, 2025 at 7:00PM 
The Nativity of the Lord 

 

 
“Adoration of the Shepherds” by Gerard van Honthorst, 1622 

 

I bring you good news of great joy which will come to all the people;  
for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  

Luke 2:10-11 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Processional Hymn: #118 O Come All Ye Faithful 
1. O come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the king of Angels 
O come let us adore him 
O come let us adore him 
O come let us adore him 
Christ the Lord 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest: 
O come let us adore him … 

2. God of God 
Light of light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
O come let us adore him … 

4. Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n: 
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing 
O come let us adore him … 

 
Apostolic Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

All: And also with you. 
 

Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High  
1. Angels we have heard on high,  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply,  
Echoing their joyous strains 
Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
Collect of the Day:  
Let us pray. Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light. 
As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the splendour of your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



Kids Talk and Advent Wreath Lighting  
 
Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High 
2. See Him in a manger laid,  
Whom the choirs of angels praise; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  
While our hearts in love we raise. 
Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

A reading from Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn #126: Away in a Manger   
 
A reading from Titus 2:11-14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Gradual Hymn: #138 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 
 

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace! 
Hail, the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing. 
Glory to the new-born King. 
 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the Incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing. 
Glory to the new-born King. 

Gospel Reading 
The Lord be with you.  

All:  And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 



flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

  
 
Gospel Acclamation: 

 

The Sermon: The Ven. Jonathan Crane      
 
The Apostles’ Creed: 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 



again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People  
 Response to each intercession: 
 Lord in your mercy…  
 All:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. Let us turn 
to the light and confess our sins. Most merciful God, 

All: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
name. Amen. 

 May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive 
us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
The Peace 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince 
of Peace. The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All:  And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Offertory Hymn: #120 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1 O little town of 
Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and 
dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets 
shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of 
all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

2 For Christ is born of 
Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the 
angels keep 
their watch of 
wondering love. 
O morning stars, 
together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God 
the King, 
and peace to all on 
earth. 

3 How silently, how 
silently, 
the wondrous Gift is 
given 
as love imparts to 
human hearts 
the blessings of God's 
heaven! 
No ear may hear his 
coming 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will 
receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters 
in. 

4 O holy child of 
Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and 
enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas 
angels 
the great glad tidings 
tell; 
O come to us, abide 
with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast. May we grow up in him 
who unites our lives to yours; for he is Lord for and for ever. Amen.  
 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
The Lord be with you.  

All:  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our Creator.  

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation was made perfect man 
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of 
your glory. Therefore, with all the angels of heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful 
hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of your name. 



 
We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to us 
in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” Therefore, Father, according to his command,  

 



and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 
Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of 
the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may 
be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to 
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by 
whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory 
are yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  
As our Saviour taught us, let us sing: 

  

 

 

 



The Breaking of the Bread 
 We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.   
 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
 All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Communion 
The table is set, all are welcome. If you would prefer a blessing, please indicate this by crossing your arms 
over your chest. The bread is gluten free for all to share in the One Bread, One Body. 
 
Fraction Anthem 

 
 
Prayer after Communion:  
God of all, tonight you have united earth and heaven in sending your Son to take our human 
nature. May we who have tasted heavenly things share in the life of his eternal kingdom. We 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Doxology: 
 Glory to God, 
All:  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 



The Blessing  
 
Recessional Hymn: #119 Silent Night  
1. Silent night! holy night!  
All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace!  

3. Silent night! holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!  

 
2. Silent night! holy night!  
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ, the Saviour, is born!  
Christ, the Saviour, is born!   

 

The Dismissal 
Go forth into the worth rejoicing in the birth of the newborn King. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas from all of us at Holy Trinity! 
God’s blessing and love to you all! 

 

 


